
 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia has approved the Henrico Circuit 
Court Plan to start criminal and civil jury trials commencing September 14, 2020. 
 
 With regard to criminal jury trials, any oral or written plea agreements must be 
consummated and submitted to the Court at least seven (7) days prior to trial to 
accommodate our juries.  The Defendant’s plea, pursuant to any agreement, will be 
heard by the Court prior to the date of the jury. 
 
 All civil jury trials currently set for trial between September 14 and November 16, 2020, 
shall be continued in order to accommodate criminal cases with speedy trials issues.  
Civil jury trials may be docketed after November 16, 2020.  We encourage settlement of 
civil cases seven (7) days prior to trial. 
 
 It will be necessary to summons more jurors than normal and to practice social 
distancing to implement our plan.  The resumption of juries will require all participants to 
work together to protect our jurors, litigants, court personnel and the public. 
 

Criminal and civil non-jury matters will be docketed and heard.  Please consult your 

attorney, should you have one.  If you do not have an attorney, please understand that 

neither the Clerk’s Office, nor the Court can give you legal advice.   

   

The Court, and Henrico County have undertaken significant efforts to minimize the risk 

of the spread of COVID-19.  This includes, subject to limited exceptions, requiring that 

all visitors to the Courthouse wear Personal Protective Equipment (“PPE”) such as nose 

and mouth coverings and/or gloves.  Please bring your PPE with you to the 

Courthouse.   

   

Upon arrival to the Courthouse, you will be asked a series of questions consistent with 

the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDD) and your 

temperature taken.  The Courts and Sheriff will continue to attempt to minimize the risk 

of the spread of COVID-19 by enforcing recommended social and physical distancing.   

   

The Circuit Court will have a separate entrance at the main Courthouse.  Signage will 

direct you.  Courtroom attendance for cases to be tried may be limited to those 

absolutely necessary, in the discretion of the Judge.  Please limit the number of visitors 

to the Clerk’s Office to those absolutely necessary to effect the purpose of the visit.   

   

The Court will continue to prioritize emergency matters including, but not limited to, 

quarantine or isolation matters, criminal arraignments, bail reviews, protective order 

cases, emergency child custody or protection cases, civil commitment hearings, 

petitions for temporary injunctive relief, proceedings related to emergency protection of 

elderly or vulnerable persons, petitions for appointment of a guardian or conservator, 

and proceedings necessary to safeguard applicable constitutional protections.   



   

The Court will continue to conduct court-related business by means other than in-court 

proceedings.  However, the Court will also be hearing emergency and non-emergency 

matters in person.  This decision to conduct in-person hearings may be modified on the 

terms and conditions as set forth by the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court.   

 

   If you have legitimate court business and are ill, caring for someone who is ill, or 

is otherwise in a high-risk category, as defined by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 

call (804)501-4750 or email circuitjudges@henrico.us.   

   


